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Welcome to Bratton Primary School 

 

This information has been put together by Friends of Bratton (FOBs) 
especially for you, the parents of children within our school 

community. It aims to provide you with information about the Friends 

of Bratton School FOBs which forms a major part of school life. 

Studies show that there’s a direct link between parental involvement 

and how well children do, so why not get involved from the start!  

If, after reading this booklet, you have any questions that remain 

unanswered, please contact one of the Committee members. 

Why do we have a PTA? 

We are fortunate at our school to have FOBs that has been an 

integral part of the school community for many years. In its time 

FOB’s has raised a considerable amount of money which has been 

spent on equipment and resources to enhance our children’s 

educational experience and the school’s facilities. 

FOBs is about much more than simply fundraising. We exist to provide 

closer links between home and school, and it is an excellent way to 

bring staff, parents and friends together socially in support of the 

school, working towards a common goal. It’s fun too - just ask any of 

the Committee members or FOB’s volunteers!  

 

All families automatically become members of Friends of Bratton 

when their child joins the school. All parents, teachers and members 

of the school community are encouraged to get involved, even if they 

only have a small amount of time available.  
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Links with the Community 
 

We have, over time, developed strong links with the local community 

and are always well supported by both residents and businesses, for 

which we are very grateful.  

 

Many of our local shops and services are very generous providing 

donations for raffle prizes, financial support for our events and some 

have taken part in our Christmas Fayres and Bingo.  

Listed below are our regular supporter: 

 

-All local supermarkets 

-Local hair salons 

-Local Cafés 

-The Nursey garden centre in Hilperton - 

-Haynes Motor museum 

-Roman Baths in Bath 

Role of the Committee 

Our Committee consists of Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer and 

Secretary. We also have a large number of volunteer committee 

members who make up the full committee, including our Headteacher, 

Mr Bolton, and members of staff. 

The Committee meet on a regular basis, with smaller working groups 

meeting as necessary when we are planning larger events. Everyone is 

welcome to attend. 

Dates for the meetings are publicised and an Agenda and Minutes are 

issued to those who attend or are interested. To be included in this 

circulation, please email friendsofbrattonschool@gmail.com 

 

mailto:friendsofbrattonschool@gmail.com
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Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

 

Our Annual General Meeting is held in October at the beginning of the 

school year and provides an opportunity for all parents to come along 

and hear in more detail about the work of FOBs, the events we run, 

the funds we have raised and how the money has been spent. It is also 

the occasion when we elect our new Committee Members.  

 

A list of our current FOBs members is at Appendix 2 at the back of 

this booklet. Updated lists are sent out each year after our AGM. If 

you are interested in joining the Committee or acting as a volunteer, 

please do not hesitate to contact us on 

friendsofbrattonschool@gmail.com 

 

Teachers and Staff 

 

The Teachers and staff are invaluable to the work of FOBs. They 

attend meetings, provide ideas, support and participate in our events. 

They also help communicate FOBs information to the children and 

provide feedback from the children and parents to the FOBs 

Committee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:friendsofbrattonschool@gmail.com
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Support from ParentKind 

 

FOBs is a member of Parentkind, which is a national charity and 

membership organisation providing support and guidance to over 

13,500 parent associations in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Membership includes comprehensive insurance cover by Zurich 

Insurance plc for all our association run events and gives access to 

support and advice on running the association plus fundraising ideas 

and good practice hints and tips 

Parentkind also provide resources for Parents, if you would like to sign 

up to their Parent e-Bulletin please visit 

https://www.parentkind.org.uk/Signup 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.parentkind.org.uk/Signup
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How we raise money 

Like most PTAs, the majority of our funds are raised through the 

events that we run.   

 

Fundraising Events 

Discos 

Christmas Fayre 

Summer Fete 

Non-uniform Days 

Easter Egg Hunt  

Lantern Parade 

Ice lollies selling 

Christmas card competition 

Movie nights 

Cake sales 

 

Community Events 

Bingo nights 

Festive  shopping night 

Village Christmas light switch on 

Bug hunt/ Scavenger hunt 

Bags2School – Bags are sent home with the children for you to donate 

your unwanted clothing, bedding, curtains, soft toys etc. the school 

then receives money based on the total weight of the donated items. 

 

We raise money in other ways too. Donations from parents are 

extremely important.  You can donate time, money, items for sale, 

raffle prizes and auction lots or offers of services and skills.  
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How we spend the money we raise 

 

Following a fundraising event, the money is banked straight away. It is 

at our FOBs Committee meetings that the decisions on how to spend 

the money are agreed by the Committee members.  

 

Usually, Mr Bolton will have a ‘wish list’ of items that the school would 

like FOBs to consider funding. Sometimes funding will be allocated as 

a result of the children or parents asking for something. For example, 

this year the children put into writing what they would like as 

Christmas presents from FOBs. At other times funds raised will be 

for resources to improve a particular area of the curriculum or school 

environment. The FOBs funds are spent on ‘extras’ that cannot be 

provided by the school’s budget, thus making our children’s learning 

experiences so much more fulfilling and exciting. For example, our 

library. Funds are not generally spent on improving the fabric of the 

school building, as this is the responsibility of the school. Our 

Constitution commits the association to spending money on things that 

will benefit the children directly.  

The money we raise is usually spent fairly quickly. That way, you can 

be sure that in supporting our school, your own children will feel the 

benefit, along with everybody else.  
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Communication 

How we get information to you 

FOBs correspondence is sent out using Parentmail, the schools e-mail 

tool. We also put posters up in class windows and FOBs notices are 

also posted on the school notice boards, which are situated at the 

main entrance and in the main office. We may also send out ad hoc 

reminders and requests for donations. 

An important aspect of our correspondence includes a newsletter 

every half term, which includes feedback on events that have taken 

place, money raised, information on forthcoming events and dates, 

requests for assistance and a fundraising total for the school year to 

year.  

We have a website where you will find information about FOBs, 

details of past and up and coming events and information about how to 

get more involved – www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

How you can contact us 

There are plenty of ways you can contact FOBS 

 You can leave a message for us here www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk 

 Email:  You can email us on friendsofbrattonschool@gmail.com  

 Facebook: Please join our Friends of Bratton Facebook Group 

 FOBs Mailbox: You can post any correspondence in our mailbox 

which is located at the front of the school. Please place 

correspondence in an envelope labelled FOBS. 

 Application forms for event tickets can be given to your child to 

take to school and the teachers will ensure that they are given 

to FOBs (Please ensure that any money is securely enclosed 

http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/
http://www.bratton.wilts.sch.uk/
mailto:friendsofbrattonschool@gmail.com
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within an envelope and clearly marked with your child’s name and 

class)  

 Talk to a Committee Member  

Helping Out 

 

How you can get Involved 

 

There are lots of ways you can help and support your child through 

FOBs, 

 

To stage the events FOBS organise we rely on a large number of 

volunteers, at some events we have had some great help, whilst at 

others we struggle to get the support required. 

 

Examples of how you could volunteer/help include: - 

 Manning a stall at a Fayre 

 Serving at the bar at a Disco 

 Helping prepare food for a cinema evening 

 Making gifts for Fayres and Sales 

 Making Cakes for Bake sales 

We are very grateful to the parents that regularly volunteer to help – 

but we need more! If one parent per child were to volunteer just 30 

minutes at one event the entire school year, we would have more than 

enough help to support all events. 

Offering to help before events or at other times during the year is so 

valuable, it doesn’t matter if you can’t help on a regular basis, or even 

if you cannot come into school. There are always jobs that can be done 

at home if you have half an hour to spare e.g. wrapping gifts, 

preparing the Christmas Sweetie Jars etc. We really couldn’t achieve 

what we do without the behind the scenes help that we receive. 
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If you would like to be more involved with your child’s school, you can 

volunteer to be a Committee member. Or you can simply support the 

AGM and give us your ideas for fundraising events. This is also the 

time to ask questions or voice opinions.  

 

You could help us by letting us know if you have any contacts or skills 

we could use, everything is potentially valuable to us. For example, do 

you know a good DJ, children’s entertainer? Are you involved with any 

organisations that could help us with a new type event, can you get 

raffle prizes from your employer or is someone who you know able to 

provide raffle prizes?  
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What FOBS means to our School 

 

Because FOBS involves the whole school community we thought you 

would like to know what others think about FOBS. 

 

From the Headteacher 

 

FOBS are an integral part of the school and a play a key role in not 
only supporting school initiatives, via fundraising, but also through 
enriching the sense of a whole school community that we value so 
highly. This is done through events and activities they lead and 
initiate across the calendar. FOBS also provide a great welcome to any 
new parent who joins the school, informing, supporting and connecting 
new members of the school community, helping both parents and 
children to find their feet in those first few weeks.  We urge you to 
get involved, take the chance to meet like minded parents, support 
the school and also become part of a great community organisation. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our booklet. We hope you now 

know a little more about your Parent Teacher Association. On behalf 

of all the pupils we would like to thank you for your valuable support 

which enriches their learning experience and makes their time in 

school so enjoyable 

 

From all the FOBs Committee 

 

September 2020 
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2020/2021 Committee Members 

 

Chair   Simone Brown 

Vice Chair         Dennyse Lindon 

Treasurer         Julie Bolton 

Secretary         Fenella Samways 

 

Contact details: 

 friendsofbrattonschool@gmail.com 

 fobsfinancial@gmail.com 

 Find us on Facebook – Friends of Bratton School 

 Leave a message at the school office 
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