
Zebra Class

Term 3 
Week 5: Monday

Space 
Explorers



Dear Zebra Class Space Explorers!
Well done on another super week of learning about space. We have really loved seeing how you have grown your brains through
the photos and videos that you have sent us. We were so pleased to hear that lots of you have taken part in the RSPB bird watch
too. We were really happy to hear that you had really enjoyed the live sessions with us, including your French lesson on Teams and
seeing lots of pets and favourite things in our ‘Show and Tell’ on Friday. Muddles and Ziggy would like to give you three rocket
whoosh claps for trying so hard. We hope that you really enjoy learning about the planets in our solar system this week and the
funny stories about aliens!

Dear Zebra parents and carers,
Thank you again to everyone helping at home, we are incredibly grateful. We know that the confirmation that home schooling will 
continue beyond half-term made last week particularly challenging for some.  Please be assured that we will continue to do 
everything we can to support you and your child at home.  We will be organising individual informal chat sessions on Teams over 
the next two weeks, so that we can talk directly with any children (and their families) who we don’t see in school, about how they 
are feeling and getting on with their learning.  These will be from 2.45 - 3pm, just before storytime.  We will email you to confirm 
when your chat will be.  If you are able to photograph or video any learning done at home, we would love to see it.  Please don’t 
feel that this has to be every activity, or every day. Please send these zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk. As in previous weeks, Teams 
meeting details will be emailed to you, so please check your inbox for these.  
Mrs Rich and Mrs Midgley

mailto:zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Home Learning Today

Phonics: Microsoft Teams at 9.30am
Writing: Planet description
Maths: Subtraction
Handwriting: The sound ‘ai
PE: Joe Wicks PE
Art: Planet picture
Reading: Scheme book from Oxford Owl
Story: Microsoft Teams at 3pm-3.15pm



Understanding The World and 
Writing (Session 1) 

First
Listen to this song about planets: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZ-

qLUIj_A0

Then watch Mrs Rich’s video for Session 1: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpTdDXygCM0&list=PLmklshUg3Ov2LR9

1Vg2YAHHmXCmzGOOHG&index=1 She will read a non-fiction book about 

planets and show you how to write about what they are like.

Next
We would like you to choose one planet and then write sentences to describe 

it. There is a sound mat in this pack to help you.  Remember to say the word 

that you want to write out loud and listen really carefully to the sounds.  Then 

look for the letters that match these sounds on the sound mat.  If you have a 

printer, you can print the paper to write on, but any paper will be fine.  On 

the next few pages are pictures from the book that Mrs Rich read in the 

video.  

The writing part of this should take about 20-30 minutes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZ-qLUIj_A0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpTdDXygCM0&list=PLmklshUg3Ov2LR91Vg2YAHHmXCmzGOOHG&index=1
















Mrs Rich’s writing from the video



____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

My planet description





Handwriting (about 15 minutes)

Please click on the link to watch our video, then spend time afterwards doing more writing on your own.

Session 1: How to write the sound ‘ai’: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5E9vbQB5gY&list=PLmklshUg3Ov2LR91Vg2YAHHmXCmzGOOHG&index=111

You may also like to use other methods, such as the Wow fun option in Letterjoin (instructions included in this guide).  You could 
also try other ways to write, such as: writing in rainbow letters with pens; writing in chalk on a patio and then writing over it again 
with a wet brush to wash it off;  writing with an upside down wooden spoon in glitter or flour on a baking tray; writing with paint 
on the end of a cotton bud or feather; writing with icing pens on biscuits; writing in sand with your finger; writing on a steamed up 
shower door or mirror.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b5E9vbQB5gY&list=PLmklshUg3Ov2LR91Vg2YAHHmXCmzGOOHG&index=111


How to access Letterjoin at home



You can also learn all of these sounds and letters from this week by using the WOW FUN- Magic Words part 
of  www.letterjoin.co.uk.  Type the word or sound and pick a background.  The access instructions are on the 
next page.
For example:

Click here Choose a background here

Type the word or sound 
for your child here

http://www.letterjoin.co.uk/


Home Reading (5 times a week)

We have had several parents and carers ask if they can choose any of the books from their child’s stage to read, so we have decided to 
change how we do this, and allow the children to choose any book from their stage from www.oxfordowl.co.uk , rather than specifying 
which one to read each week. You can find the stage number on the books in your child’s bookbag from last term, or you can email us 
to check at: zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk. If you are able to send a video of your child reading, we would love to see it!                                            
Before you can access  the  library, you will need to create a free account by visiting https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/user/sign_up.html

As well as reading the texts, please use the following ideas to support discussions about what he or she has read: 
• Talk about whether he or she likes or dislikes a text, explaining why. 
• Stories: Ask your child to re-tell the story in sequence. 
• Non-fiction: Ask your child to talk about the key facts that he or she can remember. 

There are also activities assigned to your child on www.readingeggs.co.uk.  Please contact the office if you haven’t received your log in 
details.

There are also lots of great stories online, including CBeebies Stories: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
mailto:zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/user/sign_up.html
http://www.readingeggs.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories


Maths Session 1 (20-30 minutes)
Today we will be learning about subtraction (taking away)

First
Count back from 20 with this song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOQkPk5ilK0. Then show 5 fingers. Sing 5 Little Speckled Frogs, which 
is about taking one away.  Put one finger down each time: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQTVrxj4l6o

Then
Watch the video of Mrs Rich using objects to subtract. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Hz8dVWnjVM&feature=youtu.be Use the 
superhero spinner to
make the take away part of subtraction questions. Choose your challenge level and then find 10, 20 or 30 objects to help you before you start:
Challenge level 1 (you need 10 objects) Take the number that you spin away from 10. Make and answer 8 questions.
Challenge level 2 (you need 20 objects) Take the number that you spin away from 20. Make and answer 8 questions.
Challenge level 3 (you need 30 objects) Take the number that you spin away from 30. Make and answer 10 questions.
Superhero spinner link: https://game-spinners.com/wp-content/Heroes/1-10/

Subtraction Top Tips:
• Put the objects in a line.
• Take away the number of objects that it says in the question.
• Count how many are left.
• Touch each one as you count.
• Count slowly.
• Count in order.
• Stop when there are no more to count

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOQkPk5ilK0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOQkPk5ilK0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQTVrxj4l6o


This number line 
can help you to 

check your 
answers and see 

how to write 
them.



P.E. 

P.E. With Joe
Please click on this link to go to the YouTube channel 
for ‘P.E. with Joe’ lessons by Joe Wicks. 
https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1
These 20 minute sessions are on                      
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 9am, but can 
also be accessed after the sessions.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1


We would like you to draw a picture of a planet. Look back at the writing session from today, to see the
pictures that you can use to draw your planet. You can find something round in your house to help you to
draw a planet shape, such as an upside down cup or plate. Here are some links to videos that will show you
how to draw some of the planets. Then you can add colour with pens, coloured pencils, crayon, paint or tissue
paper- whatever you can find at home.

How to draw Neptune
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIMP0zZ_czk

How to draw Venus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4D3Z8QJPpgc

How to draw Mercury
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eed6atCUNNc

How to draw Saturn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzDrkwOdgaE

Expressive Arts and Design  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIMP0zZ_czk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4D3Z8QJPpgc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eed6atCUNNc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzDrkwOdgaE

