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Welcome back to Zebra Class! We hope that you have had a
relaxing Christmas and that the children are ready for ‘lift-off’ as
they become ‘Space Explorers’! We hope that you are all well
and adjusting to the changes and challenges that this week may
have brought for your family. Whether your child is learning at
school, or at home, he or she will continue to be very much part
of Zebra Class. All children will be following the same teaching
and learning, with children at home accessing this through ‘live’
lessons, videos and additional activities outlined in the
documents that we will put on the school website throughout
the school closure period. At this point in the year, children at
school will also be spending quite a considerable part of the day
following their own interests, in Explore and Learn Time. We are
so grateful in advance for your support at home. If you are able
to photograph or video any learning done at home, we would
love to see it. This also allows us to provide you and your child
with feedback. Please also get in touch with any questions
regarding the activities set.
Our email address is zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk

Mrs Abi Rich and Mrs Sam Midgley

mailto:zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk


Understanding The World  / Writing
First
We are going to start out new topic by thinking about what we can see in the sky with our 
eyes.  We are going to think about what we might seen in the day and what we might see 
when it is dark.  Think about things that look close to us and things that look a long way 
away.  You might like to go outside to look up at the sky to help you.  We would like you to 
start by talking to an adult about this, for about 10 minutes.

Next 
We would like you to write some of these words down, using your phonics to help you.  
There is a sound mat on the next page.  Remember to say the word that you want to write 
out loud and listen really carefully to the sounds.  Then look for the letters that match 
these sounds on the sound mat. This should take about 15 minutes.

There are some ideas on the page after the sound mat, if you get stuck.







T

Phonics (about 20 minutes)

Today we are going to be thinking about some of the sounds that we learnt last 
term.  On the school website there is a separate document for you to work through, 
which has sounds, words and sentences  to read today.



Spelling / Handwriting (10-15 minutes) 

Today we will be going over how to write the word ‘the’ really neatly.  You will need 
a paper and a pencil. You can also use Letterjoin to practise your handwriting. The 
instructions for using this are on the next two pages. 

Please start by watching this video for ‘the’. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycMV1N48tTc&t=21s
Then watch Mrs Rich’s video: https://youtu.be/o3A0p7exi88 and then write ‘the’ at 
least 10 times.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycMV1N48tTc&t=21s
https://youtu.be/o3A0p7exi88


How to access Letterjoin at home



You can also learn all of these sounds and letters from this week by using the WOW FUN- Magic Words part 
of  www.letterjoin.co.uk.  Type the word or sound and pick a background.  The access instructions are on the 
next page.
For example:

Click here Choose a background here

Type the word or sound 
for your child here

http://www.letterjoin.co.uk/


Home Reading (15 minutes)

For children learning at home, please  select the following book for your child to read this week from their stage.  You can find the stage 

number on the books in your child’s bookbag from last term, or you can email us to check at: zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk. If you are 

able to send a video of your child reading, we would love to see it!

Stage 1: The Haircut https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/digital_books/1408.html

Stage 1+: Dad’s Birthday https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/interactives/24761.html

Stage 2: A Dog’s Day https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/digital_books/1111.html

Stage 3: Zoom Food https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/api/interactives/24610.html

As well as reading the texts, please use the following ideas to support discussions about what he or she has read: 

• Talk about whether he or she likes or dislikes a text, explaining why. 

• Stories: Ask your child to re-tell the story in sequence. 

• Non-fiction: Ask your child to talk about the key facts that he or she can remember. 

There are also activities assigned to your child on www.readingeggs.co.uk.  Please contact the office if you haven’t received your log in 

details.

There are also lots of great stories online, including CBeebies Stories: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories
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We are unable to send books home at the moment, so please  set up a log in for your child at:
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-owl-ebook-collection

and select the following two books for your child to read this week from their stage.  You can find the stage number 
on the books in your child’s bookbag, or you can email Mrs Rich to check at zebras@bratton.wilts.sch.uk.
If you are able to send a video of your child reading, we would love to see it!

Stage 1+
Stage 2
Stage 3
Stage 4

As well as reading the texts, please use the following ideas to support discussions about what he or she has read: 
• Talk about whether he or she likes or dislikes a text, explaining why. 
• Stories: Ask your child to re-tell the story in sequence. 
• Non-fiction: Ask your child to talk about the key facts that he or she can remember. 

There are also activities assigned to your child on www.readingeggs.co.uk.  Please contact the office if you haven’t 
received your log in details.

There are also lots of great stories online, including CBeebies Stories: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories

Mathematics (around 20 minutes)
This week we are going to be thinking about what numbers look like and the order that they are in.

First: Join in with this counting song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TgLtF3PMOc

Then: Spend around  5-10 minutes playing the missing number game:
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/paint-the-squares.  Ask an adult to help you to choose a challenge level.  If you 
aren’t sure, start with what we’ve called challenge level 1:
Challenge Level 1: Select 1-20 version of the game at the start
Challenge Level 2: Select 1-50 version
Challenge Level 3: Select 1-100 version
Where it says ‘select mode’, click on the picture of the crossed out eye.  When you click on a number, this will hide the number.  
Ask an adult to hide numbers for you and then try to work out what is missing. 

Next: Play guess my number, for around 10 minutes.  Ask an adult to think of a number up to 20.  Ask him or her questions to try 
to work out what the number is.  For example:
Is your number bigger than 10? Is your number smaller than 5?  Does your number start with a 1?  

Your child may wish to spend further time working through the activities set individually for him or her on Mathletics: 
https://www.mathletics.com/uk/ Again, please contact the school office if you haven’t received your log in details.
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Physical Development (20 minutes)

For children learning at home this week, please click
on this link to do a Cosmic Kids Yoga session all
about space.

Mike and Mutnik on the Moon:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9W8iV4AJYQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9W8iV4AJYQ

